
TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING HELD JANUARY 18, 2022: 
(A) Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):   

1. Regular Meeting held January 4, 2021. 
(B) Presentation of the Portales Logo Contest Winner. 
(C) Recognition of 35-Year Employee, Karen Chandler, Billing Director.  
(D) Employee of the Month for January 2022 -- Fire Department. 
(E) City Council Appointment of Joey Garcia to the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt County Community 

Development Corporation. 
(F) Ratification of the Finance Department’s actions on Bills/Payments for December 2021.  
(G) Portales Fire Department 2021 Annual Report. 
(H) Informational Item:  An Easement Issue/Problem. 
(I) Resolution #21-22-26, The Implementation of a Hiring and Referral Incentive Program.  
(J) Resolution #21-22-27, Rescinding and Replacing Resolution #21-22-25, Compliance with the New Mexico Open 

Meetings Act Resolution. 
(K) Recommendation(s) from the Economic Development Finance Review Committee (EDFRC) Meeting of January 4, 

2022: 
1. Recommendation from the EDFRC for the Request for Economic Development Incentive. 
2. Resolution #21-22-28, Inducement Resolution, A Resolution Confirming an Intention to Award 

$270,000.00 to Portales Fun Center, Inc. 
3. Authorization of Execution of LEDA Award Participation Agreement between the City of Portales and 

Portales Fun Center, Inc. 
(L) Requesting Approval of Task Order No. 2020-4 between Molzen-Corbin & Associates, P.A., and the City of Portales 

– Engineering Services for Airport Parking Apron Project.  
(M) Approval of Award of Bid for City of Portales Blackwater Wellfield Equipping Phase 2 Project (WPF-5104) ITB 

2021-11-14.   
(N) Award of Contract for RFP #2021-05-09 for Professional Engineering Services for S. Avenue K Improvement 

Project Contingent upon Funding Agency Approval. 
(O) Requesting Approval of Franchise Agreement with Comcast of New Mexico, LLC. 
(P) Other Business/Public Comment. 

              
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES HELD A REGULAR MEETING in accordance with the 
mask mandate issued by Governor Lujan-Grisham due to Covid-19 restrictions on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, at 
6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, New Mexico in full 
conformity with the rules and regulations. Mayor Jackson was present by Zoom, called the meeting to order 
telephonically and asked the City Clerk to call roll. The Councilors present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson  
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller (absent) 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Daniel W. Boan     Michael James “Jim” Lucero  
    Veronica A. Cordova   Dianne Y. Parker  

Chadrick H. Heflin (absent)  Oscar H. Robinson         
    Jake J. Lopez   
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sarah Austin, City Manager  Marilyn Rapp, Finance Dir. 
    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  John DeSha, Public Wks. Dir. 
    Karen Chandler, Billing Dir.  Steve Doerr, City Attorney 

Carla Weems, Deputy City Clerk  Chris Mitchell, I.T. Director 
Chris Williams, Police Chief  Susan Baysinger, Pub. Wks. Proj. Adm. 
Jonathan Montiel, FF EMT-1  Devin Maes, SW Laborer 
T. J. Cathey, Fire Chief   Victor Ordonez, Police Officer 

 Koy Geary, Police Officer  Hugh Frank, Fire Battalion Chief 
Trevor Chacon, Fire 2nd Lt.  Artie James, Fire Lieutenant 
Patti Heflin, Fire Exec. Asst. 1  Gavinn Shultz, FF EMT-1  
Zant Zamora, Firefighter   Devin Maes, SW Laborer 
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OTHERS PRESENT:  Jerry DeSha    Clayton Rowland 
    Stacey Rowland    Darlene Pineda 

Kent Freier, Molzen-Corbin Engineer Jacqueline Martinez 
Lori Porterfield    Buddy Porterfield 

    Bruce Nixon    Sammy Standefer 
    Steve Chandler    Stephanne Chandler 
    Sarah Rodriquez   Arrianna Romero 
    Kylee Rodriquez    Brianna Watson 
    Melissa Watson    Cole Rowland 

Pat Jones    Angie Smith 
    Koletta Hays, BV Realty   Christine Romero 
    John C. Laun    Chris Wood   
           
Mayor Jackson asked Councilor Cordova to give the invocation and to lead the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
 
 
(A) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):   

1. Regular meeting held January 4, 2022. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked for action on the minutes of January 4, 2022. Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the 
Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to approve the minutes of January 4, 2022, as 
presented.  Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of 
the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(B) PRESENTATION OF THE PORTALES LOGO CONTEST WINNER. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked City Manager Austin to present the City Logo Contest winner.  Mrs. Austin told the 
audience that a contest was held to change up the City’s logo a bit.  Council had decided to keep the current 
official logo, but to use the winning logo selected for special items like proclamations and other documents and 
forms.  She thanked everyone for participating in the logo contest.  She said that there were seven (7)  
participants in the contest.  Mrs. Austin invited Cole Rowland to step forward to receive the first-place award 
with the “Key to the City” plaque, a city pin, and first-place prize for his logo (the prize was cash in the amount 
of $300.00 that he would need to redeem from the city).  Mrs. Austin presented Certificates of Achievement, a 
city pin, and a $20 gift certificate to each of the following:  Brianna Watson, Kyle Rodriquez, Christine Romero 
in place of her daughter Arrianna, Jaqueline Marshall, Jade Lansing, and Canyon Scott.  The Council and 
audience applauded their participation.  Mayor Jackson was having problems with the audio on his end of the 
meeting.  Staff could hear him well. 
 
 
(C) RECOGNITION OF 35-YEAR EMPLOYEE, KAREN CHANDLER, BILLING DIRECTOR.  
 
Mayor Jackson recognized Karen Chandler for 35 years of service to the City of Portales. He asked City Manager 
Austin to present Mrs. Chandler with a gift, a letter, and service pin.  Mayor Jackson congratulated Karen for her 
fortitude in being with the city for 35 years.  He expressed appreciation for the way that Karen handled the 
public in her position.  Mrs. Austin presented the service pin and gift of a plaque to Mrs. Chandler.  Karen 
received a standing ovation for her service from the Council and audience.  Councilors Parker and Lucero 
thanked Karen for her hard work.  
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(D) EMPLOYEE(S) OF THE MONTH FOR JANUARY 2022 -- FIRE DEPARTMENT 
  
Mayor Jackson asked City Manager Austin to announce the Employee(s) of the month for January 2022.  She 
told the Council that Fire Chief Cathey had written the letter nominating his entire department as Employees of 
the Month for January. Mrs. Austin read the letter of nomination aloud to the audience in which he said that he 
had tried to single out one exemplary employee to nominate.  He wrote that each individual goes above and 
beyond their duties daily.  In the letter he stated that the department has seen an increase in run volume in 
2021, averaging over 9.5 calls in 24 hours and are on pace to have over 3,500 calls this year.  He wrote about 
each of the employees in the department.  He ended his letter with the statement that he is honored to be a 
part of their team.  Chief Cathy told the Council that he had planned for the whole department to be present for 
this presentation, but that several of them are fighting an active structure fire.  City Manager Austin, Mayor 
Jackson and the Council thanked them for their service and accomplishments.   
 
 
(E) CITY COUNCIL APPOINTMENT OF JOEY GARCIA TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
ROOSEVELT COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (RCCDC) 
 
Mayor Jackson asked for the appointment of Joey Garcia to the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt County 
Community Development corporation. Mayor Jackson was having difficulty hearing the presentations and other 
Councilors.  He asked Councilor Lucero to talk about Joey Garcia for the appointment.  Councilor Lucero told the 
Council that a member of the board of directors had nominated Joey Garcia, a long-time resident and local 
businessman for the appointment.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Parker made 
the motion to accept the appointment of Joey Garcia to the board of directors of the RCCDC.  
Councilor Boan seconded the motion.  Five of the six  members present voted in favor of the 
motion. Councilor Lucero abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(F) RATIFICATION OF THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT’S ACTIONS ON BILLS/PAYMENTS FOR 
DECEMBER 2021.  
 
Mayor Jackson asked Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director for review of the City’s payments/bills for the month of 
December 2021.  Mrs. Rapp reported on the listing of bills and that the total paid in the month of December 
was $1,639,611.55.  She stated that the bills were about $300,000.00 higher than normal.  She asked for 
questions and, if there are no questions, for action.  Mayor Jackson asked Councilor Parker to chair the meeting 
since he was having trouble hearing the action taking place and moving the meeting forward smoothly.  Acting 
Chair/Councilor Parker asked for questions from the Council.  Councilor Lucero asked what the higher 
expense was in the bills for December.  Mrs. Rapp commented that it was due to the third payroll in the month 
and other costs.  Chair/Councilor Parker asked for action on the bills.  
 

DECEMBER 2021   
Pooled Cash Fund 999 1,639,611.55 

 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Lucero made the motion to 
approve the payments/ bills for the month of December 2021 as presented. Councilor Lopez 
seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion. No abstentions.  
Motion carried. 
 
 
(G) PORTALES FIRE DEPARTMENT 2021 ANNUAL REPORT. 
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked Fire Chief Cathey for his presentation of the annual Fire Department report.  
Chief Cathey reviewed the PowerPoint presentation titled “City of Portales Fire Department 2021 Annual 
Report.”  He began the presentation by stating that the average response time in 2021 for EMS calls was 4.56 
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minutes and for Fire calls it was 5.33 minutes.  He stated that the average age of the employees in the Fire 
Department is 29 and the average experience was 3 years.  He had graphs showing the training hours that the 
employees must complete; a graph showing run volume from 1992 to 2021; and a slide on the cost per call 
before Fire and EMS Fund as well as reimbursement as $635.44 and after as $371.56.  Chief Cathey told the 
Council that 71.8% of the calls were within the incorporated City of Portales and 28.2% were from outside the 
City.  He stated that the department handled 9.79 calls every 24 hours.  He talked about the annual hours 
worked in 2021 as 2,756 regular hours, 846 overtime hours and 601 hours on standby for a total of 4,203 hours 
worked by the employees in the department.  He talked about the turnover which effects the years of 
experience and training of the department personnel.  He reported that accomplishments in 2021 were as 
follows:  Increased to 8 personnel per shift, Station 2, Target Solutions Training Program, obtained 2 new 
stretchers through grant funding, Station 1 converted to LED lighting, PRC Certificate Amendment and 
responded to the most calls in the department’s history.  He talked about the goals of the department:  
decreased burnout, improve retention and recruitment, competitive pay, health & wellness program, 3 
additional personnel certified as Paramedics, all personnel Firefighter 1 and 2 certified, a new rescue engine, 
and a 5th ambulance.  He included future goals of an administrative office, a fifth station and 10 personnel per 
shift minimum staffing.  Chief Cathey told the Council that the department has been so busy and short handed 
that Executive Assistant Patti Heflin has had to joint him on an ambulance.  Councilor Lucero commented that 
with the goal of 10 in personnel per shift he would expect the overtime to be reduced.  Councilor Cordova asked 
about adding work-life balance as a goal.  Councilor Cordova commended Chief Cathey for what he does for his 
department.  Councilor Robinson asked the Chief if he has looked at what it would take as far as competitive 
pay.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker commended the department for their accomplishments. 
 
 
(H) INFORMATIONAL ITEM:  AN EASEMENT ISSUE/PROBLEM. 
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked Mrs. Koletta Hays to present the easement problem.  Mrs. Hays told the 
Council that she was the realtor working with Mr. Pat Jones with the sale of the property located at 1530 S. 
Avenue E.  She commented that the closing of the sale was being held up because the title company for the 
lender had requested a permanent easement of 3 feet 7 inches for the encroachment on the south side of the 
property along the street.  She stated that the city had granted a temporary easement but that the lender 
would not accept.  Public Works Director John DeSha said that one problem is that the street cannot be 
improved if a permanent easement is granted.  He said that it is in essence a vacation of right-of-way.  Mr. 
Chris Wood commented that the collateral has compromised the transfer of ownership—anything that effects 
future ability of transfer of ownership.  Mrs. Hays had pictures of other properties that encroach onto city right-
of-way. City Attorney Doerr told the Council that it would be against the anti-donation clause in state law for the 
city to grant a permanent easement.  He suggested that an easement be prepared by the lender for review by 
the City Attorney that would satisfy the requirement. Mr. Doerr said that the city cannot give away its right-of-
way.  Councilor Cordova commented on the effect the issue of the property as unsellable would have on the 
heirs to the property.  Mrs. Hays stated that the home was built in 1950 and the modifications were done in 
1989. She commented that what the owner has requested is a copy of the building permit for the garage.  Mrs. 
Hays said that we just need wording that would allow the sale to go through.  The City Attorney said that the 
wording for an acceptable easement must be prepared by the owner and realtor.  Mrs. Hays said that she would 
come up with wording for the easement and present it to the City Attorney.  No action can be taken on this 
discussion.  The City Attorney commented that the building permit for the modifications to the house is needed 
for clarification of City action taken in the past.       
 
 
(I) RESOLUTION #21-22-26, THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A HIRING AND REFERRAL INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM  
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked City Manager Austin to present Resolution #21-22-26, the implementation 
of a hiring and referral incentive program.  Mrs. Austin told the Council that the City has to be creative in hiring 
and retaining employees in these difficult times.  She commented that she had requested a copy of the County 
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Manager’s resolution supporting a hiring and retention program for county employees.  She told the Council that 
she had worked with Finance Director Rapp to prepare the resolution to give a $500.00 incentive to new hires 
and the same to employees referring someone for employment.  She said that the funds would come out of FRF 
funds and not City funds.  She stated that half of the incentive would be given after the first 6 months of 
employment and the other half would be granted after the other six months of employment.  Councilor Cordova 
commented that the incentive be given after a year of employment.  Councilor Lucero asked the City Manager if 
there is a time constraint and she responded that it is due to time constraints on the funding.  Councilor 
Robinson expressed appreciation of the program and said it should go to a vote.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker    
asked for action on the resolution.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor 
Lucero made the motion to adopt Resolution #21-22-26, The Implementation of a Hiring and 
Referral Incentive Program.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council 
members present resulted in favor of the motion. No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
  
 
(J) RESOLUTION #21-22-27, RESCINDING AND REPLACING RESOLUTION #21-22-25, COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE NEW MEXICO OPEN MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION. 
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for presentation of Resolution #21-22-27, Rescinding and Replacing 
Resolution #21-22-25, Compliance with the New Mexico Open Meetings Act Resolution.  City Attorney Doerr 
explained that this resolution is a correction to the days of the week that the Council meetings occur.  
Resolution #21-22-25 sets the Council meetings as the second and fourth Tuesdays of the months.  He 
commented that the Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the month.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker 
asked for questions.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Cordova 
made the motion to adopt Resolution #21-22-27, Rescinding and Replacing Resolution #21-22-25 
Compliance w ith the New  Mexico Open Meetings Act Resolution.  Councilor Robinson seconded 
the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion. No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
(K) RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
(EDFRC) MEETING OF JANUARY 4, 2022. 

1. Recommendation from the EDFRC for the Request for Economic Development 
Incentive. 

 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for the recommendation from the Economic Development Finance Review 
Committee (EDFRC).  The Council packet included a recommendation of approval by the Chair of the 
Committee, Randy Knudson, of the Resolution and transfer of ownership of the Recreation Center building to 
the Portales Fun Center, Inc.  Councilor Lucero (wearing his other hat as Executive Director of the RCCDC) told 
the Council that he had presented the proposal by the Portales Fun Center to the LEDA board on January 4, 
2022 and stated that the Inducement Resolution and the Project Participation Agreement (PPA) is included for 
their review.  He commented that the project includes a grant of $270,000.00 dollars along with the Recreation 
Center building to create the Portales Fun Center that will include a 14-lane bowling alley, skating rink, arcade, 
virtual golf, party rental areas and a restaurant.  He commented that the recommendation did say that there 
would be alcohol with the restaurant, but the PPA does not include it because that’s the way that the owner 
wanted it.  He stated that Bruce Nixon is present along with Sammy Standefer who has been helping with the 
application and the process, if the Council has any questions from them.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked 
for questions or comments.  Councilor Cordova thanked Bruce Nixon for investing in our City.  
 

2. Resolution #21-22-28, Inducement Resolution, a Resolution Confirming an Intention 
to Award $270,000.00 to Portales Fun Center, Inc. 

 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for action on Resolution #21-22-28, Inducement Resolution, A Resolution 
Confirming an Intent to Award $270,000.00 to the Portales Fun Center, Inc.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker 
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asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Cordova Robinson made the motion to adopt Resolution 
#21-22-28, Resolution confirm ing the intent to award $270,000.00 and transfer of ownership to 
the Portales Fun Center, Inc. as presented.  Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
by five of the six  Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  Councilor Lucero 
abstained.  Motion carried. 
 

3. Authorization of Execution of LEDA Award (Project)Participation Agreement between 
the City of Portales and Portales Fun Center, Inc. 

 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for authorization to execute the LEDA Award Participation Agreement 
between the City of Portales and the Portales Fun Center, Inc.  Councilor Robinson asked about clarification on 
the status of the organization.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor 
Cordova made the motion to award the Project Participation Agreement between the City of 
Portales and the Portales Fun Center, Inc.  Councilor Boan seconded the motion.  All Council 
members present voted in favor of the motion. No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(L) REQUESTING APPROVAL OF TASK ORDER NO. 2020-4 BETWEEN MOLZEN-CORBIN & ASSOCIATES, 
P.A., AND THE CITY OF PORTALES – ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR AIRPORT PARKING APRON PROJECT  
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for presentation of Task Order No. 2020-4 between Molzen-Corbin & Associates, 
P.A. and the City of Portales for engineering services for airport parking apron project.  In the absence of General 
Services Director Jodi Diaz, Engineer Kent Freier of Molzen-Corbin & Associates, PA, introduced himself to the Council 
and presented the task order for pavement preservation.  He told the Council that he had noticed the ward map on 
the wall and asked who represented Ward D.  He added that the airport is in Ward D.  He commented that the Task 
Order presented is a design contract for this year’s project at the airport which is for more pavement preservation for 
half of the parking apron district.  He told the Council that he could then work with Carla Weems, Deputy City 
Clerk/Acting CPO to get the bid advertisement out to open bids for the project.  He commentated that he could then 
do a grant application and then move on to construction. He commented that if he was a Councilor he would ask 
“Who is paying for this phase.”  He answered that the FAA is paying for 100% of both the construction and 
engineering. He stated that the funds cannot be reimbursed until the grant is executed, which would be later in the 
summer and that this is the short story.  He stated that the little bit longer story is that the FAA grants the City 
Portales $150,000.00 each year for airport improvement projects and that if the city doesn’t spend the grants to an 
accumulation up to $600,000.00 the City will get $150,000.00 in a new grant.  He commented that it is hard to do 
much with $100,000.00 but that the City did spend it last year on Taxiway D in a crack seal project and fresh paint on 
the runway.  The project fits well with pavement preservation which is the intent of this project.  Mr. Freier told the 
Council that he will stand for any questions.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. 
Councilor Lucero made the motion to approve Task Order No. 2010-4 for the design contract for 
the new  pavement preservation for the airport runway apron project as presented.  Councilor 
Boan seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion. No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(M) APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR CITY OF PORTALES BLACKWATER WELLFIELD EQUIPPING 
PHASE 2 PROJECT (WPF-5104) ITB 2021-11-14   
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for presentation of the award of bid for the City of Portales Blackwater Wellfield 
equipping Phase 2 Project (WPF-5104) according to ITB 2021-11-14.  Public Works Director John DeSha told the 
Council that this is the second phase of the local project and is for well equipping.  The project has funding approval 
and that the total cost with NM GRT is $1.2 million dollars, which is what is budgeted for the project.  Acting 
Chair/Councilor Parker asked for questions.  Councilor Cordova asked for clarification of the amount of the cost of the 
project.  Mr. DeSha responded that the amount of cost is $1,292,737.09.   Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for 
action from the Council. Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Lopez 
made the motion to approve the award of bid for the Blackwater Wellfield equipping Phase 2, 
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Project (WPF-5104) ITB 2021-11-14 as presented.   Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  All 
Council members present voted in favor of the motion. No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
   
 
(N) AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR RFP #2021-05-09 FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR S. 
AVENUE K IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONTINGENT UPON FUNDING AGENCY APPROVAL 
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked John DeSha, Public Works Director, for presentation of  the Award of Contract 
for RFP #2021-05-09 for Professional Services for S. Avenue K Improvement Project contingent upon funding agency 
approval.  Mr. DeSha told the Council that negotiations had been completed with Molzen-Corbin for this project.  He 
commented that this is a very comprehensive rebuild including sidewalk, curb and gutters, and drainage from U.S. 70 
to 17th Street.  He stated that the project has come in well within budgeted funds including NM GRT which leaves an 
estimated amount of $146,000.00 for construction.  Councilor Lopez asked why S. Avenue K from U.S. 70 north to the 
railroad crossing was not included since there was money left over.  Mr. DeSha explained that it is not included in this 
project and that the grant is specific to the area being improved.  He commented that this project has taken quite a 
while to get to this point and that part of the reason for the delay is due to the pandemic and the other is that he and 
Susan Baysinger were instructed by the Council to go from U.S. 70 to 17th Street and then a section of 18th Street 
from Avenue D to Avenue B.  He stated that he was aware that the other side of the highway needs work too.  
Councilor Lopez said that he understood but was concerned with the condition of the street that he had mentioned.  
Public Works Project Administrator Susan Baysinger told them that portion of the street that Councilor Lopez had 
commented on is on the ICIP.  Councilor Robinson asked if we get funding for that part of Avenue K how quickly 
could the project begin.  Mr. DeSha commented that it is not shovel ready so the city could not get to work on it 
immediately.  He stated that dealing with the State has been problematic when it used to take a couple weeks to get 
clearances now it takes six months.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parked asked for action from the Council.  Acting 
Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Robinson made the motion to 
approve the award of contract for professional engineering services for the S. Avenue K project to 
Molzen Corbin pending funding agency approval as presented.  Councilor Lopez seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion. No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 

 
(O) REQUESTING APPROVAL OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH COMCAST OF NEW MEXICO, LLC  
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for presentation of the Approval of a Franchise Agreement with Comcast of New 
Mexico, LLC from City Manager Austin.  Mrs. Austin asked that the Council table the item because it is in final review 
by the Comcast legal.  Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Cordova 
made the motion to table approval of the franchise agreement w ith Comcast of New  Mexico, LLC  
as presented.   Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor 
of the motion. No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(P) PUBLIC INPUT FOR WHICH NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN 
 
Acting Chair/Councilor Parker asked for public input (Other Business). 

Comments from Staff:  Public Works Director John DeSha reported that a new Planning Administrator has been 
hired.  He added that her name is Kelly McClellan.     
 
Comments from Council:  Councilor Lopez asked the City Manager and City Attorney about the funding possibilities 
for police in the Legislative Session.  Police Chief William commented that the funding discussions going on is for 
increasing wages for the state police and probably Albuquerque police.  Councilor Lopez urged staff to look into the 
funding and to go after it.   
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Acting Chair/Councilor Parker commented that another issue (not related to the City) is a proposal to increase either 
the days or times of the school year so in other words they would increase the year to go to either 3:30 or 4:00 p.m. 
or increase days they would have them go to school to the middle of June returning in July.  She stated that Johnny 
Cain, Portales Municipal School Superintendent, had concerns that this proposal would not be good for our families in 
the midst of everything that is happening.  His suggestion was to let the districts decide as to how it would work. 
 
There being no other business nor further business, Acting Chair/Councilor Parker adjourned the meeting at 
7:47 p.m.                                                         
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 
 
 


